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A message from BAGH’s President

Jai Maa Durga!

n behalf of the BAGH Executive Committee and

myself, I would like to extend a heartfelt wel-
come to all of you to our 2025 Durga Puja celebra-
tions.

As I wrote last year, Durga Puja has been an inte-
gral means by which my family and I have connect-
ed back to our ancestors in Bengal. This became es-
pecially important for us as we moved to the US
and settled here. After moving to Connecticut in
2002 we were finally able to celebrate Durga Puja
after several years and with our new BAGH fami-
ly. Members of the BAGH community welcomed us
with so much love and affection.

With MAA Durga’s blessings, I have been maintain-
ing my health after my kidney transplant two years
ago. Another big blessing by MAA was the marriage
of our daughter, Ela, to Soumil Mukherjee earlier
this year.

Since last year, BAGH EC and I have been working
on new ideas suggested by our members and based
on feedback we received from last year’s events. As
you all know, BAGH is a non-profit organization
and can only be run by donations from members,
advertisements, and by cost saving efforts.

This year we moved our storage location to a newer
and larger site and as a result saved nearly $1000.
We developed and launched a brand new BAGH
website. This website’s hosting domain costs us 1/3
the amount of the previous domain. We also applied
for a $3,350 grant to buy our own sound system
and were successful in acquiring the grant and pur-
chasing the equipment. This endeavor will go on to
save us close to $4000 every year.

Next, we needed to work on the food quality and
quantity. This issue was successfully resolved
during the Bijoya - Diwali celebration last year. We
have since received great feedback about the food.
We hope to continue to provide excellent food for all
of our events going forward.

Another major task BAGH had to achieve was im-
prove its public image, reputation and presence in
the community. With the help of many members,
we have been changing our approach and making
active changes based on feedback. As a result, we
have 43% new registrations this year.

I would like to thank all the executive members and
many other members of our community who have
contributed generously to support our BAGH both
financially and with their volunteer services and
ideas.

Our goal for this year is to continue to contribute
to the community by making charitable donations,
collaborating with other organizations with similar
purpose, and to promote education regarding pre-
ventative healthcare. This year we will also honor
our seniors who made this wonderful organization
40 years ago so that we could all meet new friends,
form connections and celebrate our heritage.

Finally, I take immense joy in inviting everyone to
attend our upcoming Bijoya and Diwali celebration
on October 25, 2025 at Stadium XV in Farmington,
CT. Please visit our BAGH website for more details
and registration.

I am grateful for the tireless work done by each
and every member of my executive committee and
would like to take a moment to appreciate and
thank all of them for their new ideas and hard work
throughout the year. Thank you to everyone for
joining us in celebrating Durga Puja 2025 and hope
that we can come together and make this event a
grand success!!

JAI MAA DURGA
Sincerely,

Dr. Sanjay Banerjee
President - BAGH
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Venue:

Newington High School
605 Willard Ave, CT 06111

Durga Pujo Schedule
October 3 October 4 (Cont.)
5:30 PM onwards 7:30 PM - 8:30 PM
Dinner Dinner

7:00 PM - 8:00 PM
Agomoni songs by Rhythm Spec Band

8:00 PM - 9:00 PM
Children’s Drama

October 4

9:00 AM - 10:30 AM
Bodhon, Chokkhu Daan, Pran Pratistha, Nobo
Groho & Poncho Debota Pujo

10:30 AM - 2:00 PM
Kola Bou Snan, Maha snan, Maha Saptami Pujo,
Maha Ashtami pujo, Arati, Anjali, Personal Pujo

12:00 PM - 12:30 PM
Anjali
12:30 PM - 2:30 PM
Prasad & Lunch

4:00 PM - 7:00 PM
Cultural Program

7:00 PM - 7:30 PM
Sondhye Arati & President’s speech

8:30 PM - 10:30 PM
Deyashini & Band

October 5

9:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sondhi pujo, Boli Daan, Nobomi pujo, Arati,
Anijali & Bisorjon

11:30 AM
Anjali

12:00 PM - 12:30 PM
Dhunuchi dance competition

12:30 PM - 1:30 PM
Boron and Sindoor khela

12:30 PM - 2:30 PM
Prasad & Lunch

2:30 PM - 4:00 PM
Cultural progam




BAGH Executive Committee

Sanjay Banerjee (President)
Arindam Guha (Vice President)
Sourav Chakraborty (General Secretary)

Kaustav Misra (Joint General Secretary & Cul-
tural Team Lead)

Swagoto Bhattacharya (Treasurer)
Subhasish Ganguly (Cultural)
Santosh Bhattacharya (Cultural)
Sugato Sarkar (Communication & Website)
Nilanjana Maulik (Puja coordinator)

Krishna Banerjee (Puja coordinator)

Lipika Banerjee
Nisha Bhattacharya
Arindam Chakravarty
Jessie Dewanjee
Sudeshna Guha
Dev Mukherjee
Priyanka Mukherjee
Jayanti Roy
Minati RoyChoudhuri

Pratiti Tagore

Our Chief Advisors

Subrata Ray
Tapas Bandyopadhyay
Sudip Bhattacharjee

Matrika - BAGH’s Durga Puja Magazine

Sourav Chakraborty (Editor & Composer)
Santosh Bhattacharya (Printing & Logistics)

Sanhita (Magazine Cover and inset artwork)

with strong support from Executive Committee and numerous community members

Copyright of articles, poems, images, sketches and all creative work belongs to the au-
thors, contributors and artists. BAGH and his associates holds no responsibility or lia-

bility for content collected from the internet.
BAGH INC is a non-profit organization



A Warm Thank You from BAGH Executive Committee ...
We thank all of our volunteers, advertisers, sponsors, writers and patrons.

** Sponsorship received as of 27th September, 2025

Our Gold Sponsors for this year

Sanjay & Krishna Banerjee

Our Silver Sponsors for this year

Saumitra & Seema Banerjee Pradipto Mazumdar
Sugato Sarkar and Jessie Dewanjee Debanjan & Koeli Mitra
Subhasis & Ananya Ganguly Deb & Priyanka Mukerjee
Arindam & Sudeshna Guha Soumil & Ela Mukherjee
Gautam & Nilanjana Maulik Sudipta & Nabaneeta Chaki

Monosij & Rukmini Majumdar Piyali Srivastava

Our Sponsors for this year

Tapas & Shibani Bandyopadhay Arindam & Mallika Dasgupta
Abhijit & Sonali Banerjee Kaustav & Arundhati Misra
Sudip and Sharbari Bhattacharjee Dipankar & Sudeshna Pal
Sudhangshu & Juthika Bose Gopal & Ishita Sarker

&

All committee and sub-committee members without whose help this program would not
have been successful.
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In Memorium

apati Basu, most of us know her as Dali or Dalidi, lived in West Hartford since 1971.

She was an active and popular member of the Indian Community. Dali was instru-
mental in initiating the Connecticut Durga Puja with other members of BAGH. She was
a great host and an excellent cook. Most of the Durga and Saraswati Puja meetings were
arranged in her residence. She loved to entertain people and had a kind and loving per-
sonality. Tapati was indeed a loving and caring person to all that came across her.

She passed away 2nd July 2025 at her residence in Kolkata (India). Dali (Dalidi) will be
deeply missed. May her soul rest in peace.
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Lizzie, the Cat

Ashoke Bhattacharjee
Cheshire, Connecticut

I see a black cat,
In a white sink.
I do not know,
What to think?

Is it trying to drink?
Or has a plan to shrink?
Let’s go to the brink,
Find out what is
happening at the sink.

The white sink
with a black cat,
Is a perfect place
for a formal nap.
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A Proud Partner
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Durga Pujo Through My Eyes

Elina Basu
South Windsor, Connecticut

urga Pujo is the biggest festival of Bengalis. Growing up in America, my first impressions of Durga

Pujo were this magical weekend that would show up every year, where it would be two whole days of
back-to-back playdates with my Bengali friends in a school building. We’d run around dressed in sparkly
clothes that were usually a little itchy, playing one game after another, eating food that I didn’t always pre-
fer...(sorry, but khichuri is not exactly a kid favorite); only pausing briefly when called into the auditorium
for Pushpanjali. Even waking up early or dealing with uncomfortable outfits didn’t seem that bad because
those two days were all about fun and friends.

Some years, we also did dances or little plays on stage. Rehearsals were kind of a pain, especially when
you had to practice the same steps over and over, but once the music started and the lights hit the stage,
it was all worth it. There was also the glory of getting compliments from all the aunties and uncles after-
wards. Year-round, I waited for these weekends to come. Finally, as we said goodbye to summer, it would
be that Friday evening when we would go to help set up. Watching the uncles take out the familiar idols of
Maa Durga and her family from the storage boxes and hearing them chant “Dugga Mai Ki Jai!” signaled the
beginning of the festivities.

My parents always told us stories about the “real pujo” in India, reminiscing about how things were so
much grander with weeks of preparation, hyper-realistic pandals being built along the streets, and idols be-
ing made by famous artists. They would visit pandals all night and enjoy endless food and festivities for four
days of Durga Pujo. Eventually, after years of hearing them talk it up, they finally announced that we would
get to see Durga Pujo in India. I was over the moon! Missing a month of school would, of course, be a bonus.

However, reality hit hard. The streets were packed with people, and the chaos of a big city like Kolkata was
overwhelming for suburban kids like my sister and me. What confused me the most was just how different
the Pujo was from what we knew. At the very first pandal we visited, I couldn’t even spot the idol. When I
finally did find it, I realized it was made entirely out of plastic bottles. Over the next week, we saw many
themed pandals where Maa Durga appeared in countless artistic forms—painted, traditional sculptures,
abstract shapes, and modern designs. To my 7-year-old self, it felt nothing like the pujo we were used to
back home. My sister and I sorely missed our friends, the comforting familiarity of “our pujo” in a school
building, and the idols that we lovingly redecorate every year. I remember my Dida proudly pointing out,
“Isn’t it amazing how many different thakurs there are?” And I protested, saying, “Half of them don’t even
look like thakur! You need to worship the same thakur every year!”

Over time, though, my understanding of Pujo has evolved. Back then, the many forms of Maa Druga had
felt strange and unfamiliar, but I now realize that each form carries its own meaning and energy. The Gods
and Goddesses no longer feel like distant, imaginary figures; rather, they inspire me in different ways. Maa
Durga inspires me to be brave and face challenges head-on. Maa Kali reminds me that destruction is not al-
ways bad—sometimes, breaking things down helps us start afresh. Maa Swaraswati encourages me to value
my learning and education. Ganesh reminds me to be smart and keep eating sweets. Karthik, I am not quite
sure—I guess, he’s a reminder that good looks and style do matter!

Of course, I still enjoy spending the weekend with all of my friends. My sister and I love dressing up in
lehengas and salwar kameezes from India and borrowing jewelry from my mom’s dresser that she gives us
generously during pujos. But Anjali has become more than just a stop in the auditorium,; it’s a time for me
to reflect on myself and how I want my future to be. It’s a time when I pray for success in school, and good
health and happiness for everyone in my life. Most of all, when I sneak a peek during the prayers and see
everyone—Kkids, teens, aunties, uncles—with their heads bowed, repeating the same prayer in unison, I feel
a wave of connection with everyone around.

Pujo is a celebration that continues to grow with me, blending pure joy, tradition, memories, and new

meanings into something undefinable that I will always carry in my heart. Ilook forward to Pujo every year,
and I hope I never have to miss it—no matter where life takes me.
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Light and purity by Raai Sarkar

Ostobhuja (wr¥gen @4l o) by Raika Sarkar
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Notun Saaje Ma Durga by Rai Sarkar
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Maa o Meye by Aadhya Nath
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The Tiger by Pratyusha Bhowmik
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A red sunset by Arnaa Misra
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BAGH is a Proud Partner of Akshaya Patra
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Best wishes for Durga Pujo from
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Healthcare Consultation PLLC
Saumitra R. Banerjee, MD, FACS, FASCRS

Now Open!

We are proud to announce the opening of Healthcare Consultation PLLC,
bringing compassionate, patient-focused care to the Greater Hartford community.

Healthcare Consultation PLLC was created to provide expert colorectal care in a setting where
patients feel heard, respected, and supported every step of the way

We offer a range of services, including colon and rectal care, specialized consultations, second
opinions, diagnostic services and more!

Dr. Saumitra R. Banerjee is excited to serve the community and provide the highest quality care
in @ compassionate environment. Your comfort, privacy, and health come first.

Now accepting new patients!

9 580 Cottage Grove Road, Suite 104, Bloomfield, CT 06002

( 860-937-2562 | 860-937-2605
@ HealthcareConsultationPLLC.com
N Contact@hc-plic.com

nd Diwali

AMAL DAS, MD, FACOG

Providing Excellence in Gynecology
for 50 years in the Greater Hartford Area

/|

@ 580 Cottage Grove Road, Suite 104, Bloomfield, CT 06002
 860-242-0774 | 860-242-7444
M Info.AmalDasMD@gmail.com
@ AmalDasMD.com
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Best wishes for Diwali from
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Season’s Greetings & Best Wishes for Durga Puja, Dusserah and
Diwali from All Members of the BAGH Executive Committee

Please stay in touch with us through
baghonline.org or baghinfo@gmail.com

Please join Our New Facebook group

https://www.facebook.com/baghonline2024/
or scan the QR code below
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HAPPY DURGA PUJA AND DIWALI WISHES
FROM YOUR TRUSTED COMMUNITY PARTNERS

YOU WORK HARD FOR
YOUR FAMILY AND
YOUR BUSINESS

Now is the time to enjoy the rewards
of your efforts

Protect what you've built
Maximize your income

Implement tax-efficient strategies

Embrace financial confidence

Leave a lasting legacy

FRANCIS KING

Registered Representative

(860) 307.7275
flking@cfsllc.com

Investments, Insurance, Retirement Plans

Nisha Bhattacharya|Realtor®

Connecticut Licensed - Commercial and Residencial Property

® (860)930-7775
2 281 Oakland Road, South Windsor, CT 06074

NishaB@bhhse.com

Nisha.Bhattacharya.Realtor
https://nishabhattacharya.bhhsneproperties.com






